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anything of human interest, of the lives of the people,
their rulers, their habits or even of their history,
' Possibly such matters were never recorded by writ-
ings of any sort. Possibly they were recorded on
some perishable materials which have long since dis-
appeared. Or possibly we may yet discover that
what we now regard as meaningless ornamental and
decorative work has a true significance and supplies
the missing historical records.
It is not, however, surprising that dates and ca-
lendrical records predominate. The Mayas had
reached a marvelous development in mathematics and
astronomy, and had devised a calendar more accurate
than any that existed prior to the modified Grego-
rian, and these matters all required most accurate and
careful imperishable records. And as many of the
monuments, and even buildings, bore a very direct
relationship to calendrical events, it was only natural
that they should bear glyphs recording dates and
data.
The Maya glyphs are not, like the Egyptian and
other hieroglyphs, placed in columns or rows of
single symbols, but are grouped together and are
combined in rounded or rectangular forms known as
"cartouches," together with essential elements or con-
stants carrying the meanings, but which vary greatly
or may be largely obscured by decorations.
In every known inscription the cartouches are ar-
ranged in more or less parallel columns, and in each
inscription the various cartouches are of equal size.
They are read two columns at a time, from the upper
left-hand column to the right and downward, ending
with the lowest right-hand second column, Figure 3.